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Bike Test

|
s do not include the suitcases they
just assume they’d cost a bit
ore.
es have a ‘first fold’ that nedy
] entails tucking the back end undgike-
iday’s fold is slightly skewed, so thear
wheel ends up alongside thefrfit. The
meleon folds straight, so you have to
e the font wheel out and be in top gear

But the AirGlide has a little s@w to fiddle
with so its even-stevens so far
quickly and easily — accessories took at least The bikes & still a bit cumbersome, so
Airnimal Chameleon and Bike- as long again. Mar about those later generally you'll want toemove the Al
Friday Air-Glide ridden by Ge'g Packing up again went a bit neoguickly Glide's seat beam, whiclkequires an allen

Woodford and rated by Chris Judeﬁ"‘th the Chameleon, lgely thanks to the key and a har pull, and to fold the
provision of Delseys ‘The biggest suitcase inChameleors seat mast — no tools needed

the world’, measuring 75x65x31cm. but you must alse@move the seatpost,
t's no coincidence that these two bikes Airnimal offer an altemative smaller case  which can beeinserted from behind. Still a
I have ‘Airy’ names. The common theme that requires a bit mog dismantling. draw: with one loose item each and the Air
is plane travel and a bike you can easily The Air-Glide came in a Carlton case Glide slightly smallerThis’ll be enough to

fold and pdrdismantle to put in a suitcase. measuring 78x57x26cm, also containing a put either in a car boot or adarbag. ©
When you land theeassembled machine  bolt-on trailer chassis so you can tow it satisfy the Fench railway egulation size for
aims to give its jet-set owner a speedy andbehind the bike to your first niglsthotel. a bagged bike (120x90x30cm) you'll also
high-tech ride. Air also implies light weight (Last time we tested a Bike Friday | need to emove (quick-elease on Bike-

and neither tips the scales too FBowever discounted the suggestion to tour with this Friday) or ptate (allen-key on either) the

| was looking for a bike that combined trailer, since it dums like an any band and handlebar stem. Note that both bikes still

peformance with a modicum of practicality drags like a sea anchor!) have theirear carier and mudgudrin-situ
so mudguats and a caer wer included. Of course these bikeseanot just about  — not possible on a bagged ‘cumbersome’ —
In what follows, I'll refer to each bike flying. Various bags aralso available, as  and it's a good thing too, as theg’a pain

mainly by model name: AiGlide and may be moe appopriate to train, coach or to remove!

Chameleon. Wherl talk about Bike-Friday car transpat. Both bikes can be dismantled But to fit any of the bags or cases

I'm describing featws the AirGlide shaes  as little as necessato jump though the purpose-made for these bikes, you'll have to

with other models ém that manufacter. various hoops ected by the operators of get your hands diy and fiddle with a lot of
such conveyances. A variety of bags is little loose scews. (Actually the AkGlides

Out of the box available fom their suppliers and tHir carrier already pevents the first fold &m
parties, or you could sew up your own going as far as it might.) Wheels must also

The AirGlide took longer initially to super lightweight covelt’s difficult to come out, pedals too, thoughoh Valley

assemble than the Chameleon. In both casssmmarise, but expect to pay anythingrfr Cyclery sent some neat ones by MKS that

the bae bike went togetheeasonably £50 to £100 extra. The prices | give for are truly quick-release. The Chameleon
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comes with a handy quiclelease chain
keeper
Finally you may have to separate
handlebar and stem. Thagasy on the Air
Glide: loosen two stem smws and the bar
splits out in two pas. So far we've not
even removed the Chameleon sternfrit's
fork. With good reason: this liberates a
(threadless) headset, so bestaror you'll
scatter sungrbearing péas all over the
floor! Ours could beastrained only loosely
by a ubber band aund the steer (lets it
jiggle about so exteal grit shakes into the
bearing), but Ainimal sometimes pvide a
holding collar above the headset that keeps
everything tight. That should be standar
If, like us, you do not have this extra collar
remember to slacken the headset adjusting
collar befoe reassemblyothewise you'll that'll go though the Ewstar X-ray
pull it further inwad every time until machine and caed with you right onto the
eventually it fractues. train. But emember that neither of these
Ultimately, Bike-Fridays Air-Glide can be are commuter folders. Theg'high
made smallest, thanks to smaller wheels apeérformance bikes for when cycling is the
that handlebatt also saves a bit of time by main purpose of the joney. In the railway
needing only one size of allen key and fewestation grand prix, you'll not see the man
loose scews, although the brake cables geton the Bompton again until you& both
up to mischief in transit if lefeteased. several miles down thead.
Airnimal's Chameleon goes quite small
enough and (apdr om the headset)
behaves itself in transit. In fact the frame
and fork can be put a bag that'll pass as Both bikes ag quick, but Ainimal's
carry-on luggage, so only the wheels ete ar Chameleon felt quickelt has slightly
subjected to the tender naés of baggage
handling. Well, thats how it was until
September 11th. Nowadayssitess likely
you'll be allowed to bring something so
much like a collapsible bazooka into the
cabin.

The ride

be a bit moe aendynamic — who knows.
Most adults should be able to obtain a
peifect position on either machine, thanks

all the adjustability designed into these
These bikes aralso ideal for all other bikes. Both wez supplied set up just right

forms of transpdr with or without the for me, which was unfeunately a bit shor

suitcase. Either bike can be bagged to a sifer Greg, who did most of the riding.

With a little work,both theAir-Glide and the Chameleon will fold
and come apart sufficient to fit into a suitcaskich males
them especially suitable for aiatel. The little wheel on top of
the bubble waip (aboe) belongs to the BekFriday's suitcase-
trailer whid can be taed behind the b

Greg (and 1) found the AiGlide initially
a little unstable or twitchy but soon got
used to it, even when riding out of the
saddle. No doubt this was a small wheels
effect, but he found these ‘easier teedar
through trafic and they enabled the bike to
slot neatly into the train vestibule’. The
Chameleon, with wheels 25% bigger
exhibited popotionally similar efects:
‘initially more stable, also light and
manoeuvrable, with good acceleration, yet
seeming to hold a high speed bettaid
Greg.

In addition to his long commute, &g

bigger wheels, is a pound lighter and mighttook the AirGlide on ‘the fast clubun, 50

miles and kept up, though sheer speed was
not as geat as a racer as the high gears
were just not ther. It was light, so easy to

to the choice of frames and stem sizes, plusclimb, with vely good acceleration and

change of pace.” Commuting, he never quite
equalled his usual time. Howeyércould
have been headwinds, lack of toeclips...
The Chameleon got &g to work right
on time and finished ‘in thedak’ on a
100km audax. He said it felt wefast
too, ‘though again, for me, neatly
high enough gears; | was often in top
and spinning.’

Wheras many folding bike designs
push their little wheels closer together
both of these keep theioad contact
points in the same usual placglative
to your bike contact points. So they
feel right — petty much like a big-
wheeled bike once yo&'raccustomed
to the smaller ggrstabiliser in font.

Another common factor igar

suspension. \th small wheels i a good
idea so as to cushion the bumps. Thad’
help in front though, except that the Air
Glide’s springy handlebar mast absorbs a
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Bike Test

fair bit of shock, and the Chameleon (Far left and left) Both bi&s hae big dainrings to help offset

carbon fork helps a bit — though not as the gearingeduction of the small wheels
much as I've been led to expect (Above) Road bike sidepulls on the Chameleon limitégrto
. . N 25mm if you vant to use a mudguir
On the Airglide a springy titanium beam (Right) MKS quick-release pedals wefitted to theair-Glide
suppats the saddle; on the Chameleon we
get an elastomer sprg unified ear carier eyes wee full of paint. Speaking of outing, its cables dulyeceived a dose of
triangle. Again we felt the Chameleon carrier eyes, dypouts and durabilitythe road salt. Over the next few days this
scored slightly betterwith a bit less bobbing former piece an aleady vey thin pat of proceeded to gum up itear indexing. Even
and up to 25mm travel without variation inthe latterI've suggested an altextive with mudguads, uptuned casings ara
saddle to pedal distance. arrangement that Aiimal ae considering. disaster in our climate — not thatfeiént
The way the Chameleon integrates The AirGlide is designed with a lot mer to Washington State | believe (home of

suspension and folding is a bit like the clearance. Fit full-size-Yrakes and you can Bike-Friday), so I'm surprised. Ae+design is
Brompton, but thanks to a neat catch, the use any tye at all, whegas the Chameleon in order but for existing bikes I'd

back end stays put when you pick up the is built aound the estrictions imposed by arecommend ther@nsfil sealed cable system.
bike. Instead the seat mast sometimes foldshot-reach racing brake.yfes over 25mm Greg noticed you doh'get many places

— its quick-elease needs mogrip. W\ also can safely be used with mudgdaronly if to put a bottle, because of the folding, and

noticed some eaking when riding, fm these a@ mounted unconventionally — not none ae really handy It's paticularly true
this aea appantly. It reduced as things to pass under the brake or frame. Note thalf the AirGlide — the bottle hits the beam
bedded in so we didnwory about it. it can also be supplied with an alloy fork on exit. On the aesthetic®fit Greg
that has a tad meclearance (I am told) thought the AkGlide looked best, wheas |
Frames and forks and mountings for a low-load car and prefered the layout of the Chameleon.
'guads. Check the photos and choose.

One steel with titanium, the other alloy and A design fault shad by both frames is

carbon. The first | expect to last longeut  cable outing. Both have pointlessly shor  \Wheels
the second is clearly lighter — and how longruns of bage cable under the main tube, so
do you need it to last? The Adlide was thee’s a cluster of up-toed cable casing  They're small, so they danheed so many
made a bit meraccuratelyThe ear ends, waiting toeceive a helping of wet grit spokes. The Chamelesrhave a few mer
dropouts of the Chameleon had to be from the font tye. As the mudguals and they'e double-butted — a neat touch is
spung 4mm to get the wheel in and the  didn’t arive in time for the AuGlide’s first  slightly thicker butting on the highly

' SPECIFICATION ~

Air nimal Chameleon Bike-Friday AirGlide

£167511.2kg, tel:01223 523973, £2038,11.7kg,tel: 01225 442442,

www.airnimal.net www.bikeshop.co.ukwww.bikefridg.com

Frame:Aluminium 7005-T6 alloy framegarbon Frame:Cromoly steel frame ancbfk, titanium

fibre fork, 1 x bottle bossesnounts ér rear seéibeam2 x bottle bosses (one doubles as

guards and carriehlternaive alloy fork has front mudguard and carrier mounts. | mudguard mountynounts ér front and rear carriers.

WheelsPanaracer 28-520 tyrdsimmVelocity Aerohead rims28x3 dbss WheelsContinental Grand Prix 28-406 tyrel2mm Sun M14A rims24x2 pgss
2.0/1.5mm spokes (2.0/1.8 on rear right si8@)mano Ultega hubsActual 2.0mm spokesShimano Ultega hubsActual diameter:18.2in.

diameter 22.7in. TransmissionNo pedalsShimano Ultega throughoutl 70mm crankset,
TransmissionNo pedalsShimano Ultega throughout170mm 52/42/30T 56/48/39T (various) ring4,1/12/13/14/15/17/19/21/23T casse@&-speed30-
crankset]12/13/14/15/17/19/21/23/25T HG70 casséfespeed27-98in range.| 93in range.

Braking: Ultegra short reach dual pivot and STI levers. BrakingTektro Mini-V with Travel-Agents ly Shimano Ultega STI levers.
Steering and seatinBiatech 1 1/8in threadless headdétcm riserBBB 10cm | Steering and seatingike Friday 1 1/8in threaded headsektending stem,
45° stemd4cm antomic dropped bardelo slotted saddle on Kalloy in-line 42cm 3T Prima arlamic dropped baBodyfit grooved saddle aAmerican Classic
40cmx27.2mm sepost. 25cmx27.2mm séaost.

Accessoriegincluded in weight & price)Bor Yueh adjustale alloy rear carrier Accessoriegincluded in weight & priceBike Friday Easy-packlét carrier fibre-
laminged plastic mudguards. reinforced mudguards.
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tensioned right side of thear wheel — so I'd expect better\gee. | guess
butted spokes dohtome sharenough for 406. Similar section 88 a&
fitted, with a geat range of alteatives in 406 — mostly fatter — and a
limited but useful range in Chamelesmae 520 diametef’d worry
about long tem availability; at pgsent no Ewpean brand has anything
in this size, but maybe things will impre. W& do need something to
standadise on between 406 (BMX) and 559 (MTB) and 520 could belit —
that or 507 (24in MTB).

Components

Stupidly lage for most purposespad chainsets make sense on smaller
wheeled bikes. Bike-Friday fit an eclectic trio of even bigger rings ontg a
double crankset using extra-long boltsitiVan 11T spcket they still
dont quite equal the Chamelesrrange, which extends a bit ther both
ways. Of course you can have the bike assembled wiéhedif cassettes
at no extra cost, but wheels closer to fmalt size poovide moe scope for
such variations. (The same number of teetferifice between bigger
chainrings makes a smaller pentage ditrence in gear size.)

Brakes worked fine on both bikeseWly what do you expect, this is
rather nice equipment. My only niggle is calbeites — see above. And |
view Travel Agents as a necessavil. These would be better fitted at thg
handlebar

1

Accessories

If you remove the wheels and seatpost and the bars, a full-size racing
or mountain bike fits in a bag or box that you can put on a bus, trairp or
‘plane. Only when you have mudguas and caiers to contend with doeg
packing a bike becomegirlematic. Look at all the desigrfat that has
gone into making each these bikes fold, separate and pack away easjly
and then look at the mudguarand carers. Humph!

You doubt the necessity of mudgds®? See my notes on cables. Bike-
Friday make some ffrt to steamline these accessories, with fewer poifpts
of attachment, but they still look like atfeoughts, tacked on by a junio
draughtsman after the chief designer had gone home for tea.cfite fr
guad is most awkwat to fit — we had to find an extra ser — while the
rear loses you a bottle cage and theieaunnecessarily fouls the first
fold. And although the caer packs flat, it consequently has a load of
little screws to tighten.

The Chameleos standar lightweight guads and rack work well
enough, except for thednt guad. This simply would not fit as supplied
under the font fork. It seems these forks yaa bit and | am rather keen
on clearance (too many lettersrin face-plant stérers!). In any event,
since the mudgudrhas to beamoved with the wheel, even for the first
level of folding, an exterally fitted, quick-elease guakis essential. |
rigged up a workable solution with tool-clips etc and gavaifial a few
ideas for something merengineed. Expect impovements in that
depatment on futur models.

Conclusion

It looks like a clear win for Aimimal’s Chameleon: although it has a few]
glitches they'e cureable. Bike-Fridag Air-Glide neveheless ders moe
adaptability tye-size-wise and mbably will last longerAt that price (due
to impot duties) it needs to.

Thanks for lending the bikes to Ricddroke at Ainimal and Richat
Grigsby at Avon \alley Cyclely — UK impoters for Bike Friday and also
agents for Ainimal.
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