Also tested

Price: £1300 Price: £175
Weight: 155k Weight: 11.8kg
Raling: @O Raling: ©O
Price: £229 Weight: 10kg
EASILY the cleverest here — and SIMPLE, basic and Rating: ©

arguably the best looking - the

firmimal B 8 superbike in the falding
cycle world, However, it's gol a mas-
sive price and Is aimed more at the

cheap sum up this two-
whesler. Although |t falled
Io exced In amy aspect apan

from its easy-to-use locking sys-

Price: £448.09 Weight 13.7kg

serious rider looking to take two term, the Bike-in-a-bag was perfact Rating: ©
wheels on holiday. It came packed T for commuting on a budget. it uniold-

in a sublcase, bul even this i a £100

opdion. Taking 11 mimutes 1o build

ed quickly and featursd & compass,
[ bell, slde stand and, as the name
ol sufgested, a camying bag. However,

with no pears, basic cantilever
brakes and small wheels, it
wasml much cop on the test
route, where It was both un-
comboriable and difficult to ride.

and six minuies to collapse, i
was the slowest bike 1o make
it on o the moad. Naromw

Tyres bed the handiing down,
while the brakes and 18-ratio
shifts weren s good as ihvals,

Price; £22999 Weight: 12.5kg
Rating @S 0O

Price: £29939 Weight: 12.1kg

Price: £315 Price: £475

Weight: 125kg Weight: 119kg

Rating: @ SO Rating S QOO

OUR test mule proved IN the preni-

tiring on the Philips as s Inlding

the brake levers were in hikos test

an unuseal place and we lIssue 697) bikes will mainly
faund the fiding position Ihis ook our d up in the boot,
awhward, The gears were ade- ‘premium’ top spot, but here it was 2 [t took to get them
quate and had a gripshift, but could beaten by the Wiesse [oppositel. it : ready to be ridden was
have Deen better spaced We liked -‘-_'(“ took only 45 seconds o put up, - paramount. We also want-
the stopping power of ihe V-brakes, r but twn minuies o fold down 2y ed the cycles to be com-
plus the rack, bungees and side oA Hiwewer, it was comfortabie, fortable on our test route,
stand @dras A complex construc- | 4 and its gripshill ratios were while the number o

tion was disappainting, but
collapsing was easies, faking
only 35 secomds. However,
thee tyres shipped on comers,
which let the handling down.

well spaced A greatl stand,
rack and locking systam

all heiped make the Giant a
deserved Recommended by,

handling and Bght ':.!.-Pu;hl.
wene also imp
Extra featu
a stand or
noted, and
gripshift gears fo e
and the betier V-br
to the usual cantilevars.

Price; £349.99 =3 Price; £626

Weight: 10.3kg " Weight: 12 3kg

Rating: - Rating: OO

oO00 a THE winner easily out- |
NEARLY Identical to the L3 shone its rivals. New to

PACKED with Teatures, lopposite) but with mone kit the market, the Vitesss

this Is annther good inchading three extra gears, was outstanding at fold-

offering from Dahon rack and dynamo-powered

lzee opposite and Also lights. The Drilliant collapsing

Testedl The P3 was both ready mechanism made it one of the

to ride and packed away i a "=y best folders, although this did com- 1

remarkable 20 seconds. It had a - promise the rding experience, Small st up and comfortable

stand, bell and rack with metal clips wheets and namow bars ook some hite the Birdy Red had

1o secure @ case while its seating
was comioriable, However, the
gripshift gears wene vague -
they came looss on our 1est
- while the shot handlehars
made comerng quite diflcult

petting used to and, desplte the
extra ratios, the lever gearchange
was still poor. A lrmer champ,
i the design has been bet-
terest by rivals, and its price i5
increasingty hard 1o justity

xceklent suspension.
= Folding bikes

\ 15t Dahon Vitesse
2nd Giant Haltway
3rd Birdy Red
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